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clean energy economy. We should be able to 
do better than this. 

The Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs appropriations bill is usually something 
that we can all find common ground on—the 
importance of standing up for our nation’s vet-
erans transcends partisan battles. This year, 
however, the bill Republican leadership put on 
the floor not only shortchanged our veterans 
and servicemen and women, but the modest 
increase in spending over last year’s bill will 
require cuts to critical public spending on edu-
cation, health care, and infrastructure in later 
appropriations bills. Even veterans service or-
ganizations like Veterans of Foreign Wars 
urged opposition. The bill also included a pol-
icy rider preventing the transfer of detainees 
from the Guantanamo Bay detention facility, a 
prison whose very existence undermines 
America’s security and international standing. 
Further, part of the spending of this bill is 
through the Overseas Contingency Operations 
(OCO) fund, an unrelated war slush-fund that 
is exempt from all budget caps. 

During consideration of this bill, I offered an 
amendment that would have allowed VA doc-
tors to recommend medical marijuana to their 
patients in the states where it was legal if they 
so choose. Our veterans should have the 
same medicines available to them as every-
one else, and we should not prohibit VA doc-
tors from consulting with their patients in ac-
cordance with their medical training and state 
law. I am disappointed that my amendment 
very narrowly failed, but I remain encouraged 
that we continue to build momentum in this 
issue, and gained significantly more bipartisan 
support than last year. 

The Energy and Water appropriations bill, 
while it contains some infrastructure funds that 
are critical to ports, waterways and freight 
movement integral to Oregon’s economy, ulti-
mately contained too many provisions bad for 
the environment for me to support. It prohibits 
the Army Corps of Engineers from finalizing 
and implementing rules to ensure clean water 
in streams and wetlands that provide drinking 
water for one in three Americans. It dramati-
cally underfunds renewable energy support 
programs, while propping up fossil fuels and 
nuclear weapons spending, and delivers deep 
cuts to programs that assist low income fami-
lies with energy bills. It also contains non-
sense amendments, such as a measure to 
prevent the Department of Energy from imple-
menting a law requiring incandescent light 
bulbs to be more energy efficient, even though 
American manufacturers have already adopted 
the new standard. 

In addition, both of these bills adhere to the 
Republican budget’s overall spending caps 
that account for sequestration. These caps re-
flect the lowest discretionary spending we’ve 
seen in ten years, and we simply cannot con-
tinue to cut government programs that are so 
critical to environmental protection, health, 
education, economic stability and defense. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2014 RESTON 
ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the recipients of the 2014 Reston 

Association Service Awards. The Reston As-
sociation (RA) is the largest homeowners’ as-
sociation in Virginia and one of the largest in 
the country with more than 21,000 homes 
under its jurisdiction. Among other roles, RA 
serves as the steward of Reston’s architec-
tural aesthetics, recreational amenities, and 
environmental resources. 

RA relies on hundreds of volunteers and 
dedicated staff who serve on boards, commit-
tees, and projects to carry out its mission to 
keep Reston a model community where all 
can ‘‘Live, Work, Play, and Get Involved.’’ I 
am pleased to submit the names of the out-
standing 2014 honorees. 

2014 Reston Association Volunteer of the 
Year—Mark Elder 

Mark Elder has volunteered his time as a 
tennis instructor for the last two years. He fills 
the gaps and works interchangeably with RA 
staff instructors. Mark gives his time willingly, 
energetically and consistently to the youth ten-
nis community to ensure programs like this 
and many others are successful. 

2014 Reston Association Volunteer Group 
of the Year—Senior Movie Day Volunteers 
(Laura & John Cole, Pat Coshland, Michelina 
Johnson, Kurt McJilton, Otto & Rosemarie 
Tubito) 

This dynamic group of volunteers is the 
backbone of Senior Movie Day in Reston 
Town Center, which benefits up to 400 seniors 
each month. The group has been volunteering 
since 2007 and contributes 150 hours annu-
ally, thereby reducing staff time needed to put 
on this great community event for the seniors 
in our community. 

2014 Reston Association Community Part-
ner of the Year—Clarke 

For three consecutive years, Clarke has se-
lected Reston for the Annual Clarke Day of 
Caring. Clarke employees monitor for mos-
quito larvae in Reston’s restored streams and 
help educate RA’s watershed staff on mos-
quito collection and identification. More than a 
dozen Clarke employees spend a full day re-
moving invasive plants and removing trash 
from streams and other natural areas. This 
commitment to Reston and corporate vol-
unteerism makes Clarke a standout partner. 

2014 Employee of the Year—Rob Tucker 
For 15 years Reston community members 

have been fortunate to see the smiling face of 
Rob Tucker on RA tennis courts. His passion 
for tennis is equal to his commitment to the 
community and the RA staff. He provides top- 
notch customer service, personalized instruc-
tion, and overall cheerleading for the RA ten-
nis programs. RA and the entire community 
couldn’t find a better advocate for the tennis 
and recreation programs available to Reston 
members. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the recipients of the 2014 
Reston Association Service Awards and in 
thanking them for dedicating their time, en-
ergy, and resources to the improvement of the 
quality of life and health of the Reston com-
munity. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LAKE COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON 100 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Lake County Chamber of Com-

merce which is celebrating its one hundredth 
anniversary this year. Established in 1915 as 
the Waukegan Chamber of Commerce, the 
Lake County Chamber of Commerce has un-
dergone significant change and has prospered 
despite difficulties over the past one hundred 
years. 

Today the Chamber assists businesses and 
citizens through weekly events catered to im-
proving opportunities for networking and mar-
keting. In short, Mr. Speaker, the Chamber 
successfully works to advance the overall wel-
fare and prosperity of Lake County citizens 
and small businesses. 

I offer my most sincere congratulations to 
The Lake County Chamber of Commerce for 
its success in helping to strengthen our com-
munity and wish them continued success in 
the future. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
April 30 and Friday, May 1, 2015, I was proud 
to join my son, Raymond Wagner, III in Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky and participate in the 
ceremony marking his promotion to Captain in 
the United States Army. 

Due to the extraordinary nature of this 
event, I was unable to be in Washington, D.C. 
and vote on legislative business during this 
time. 

On Adoption of the Conference Report to 
accompany S. Con. Res. 11—FY2016 Budget 
Resolution (Roll Call Vote #183), had I been 
present I would have voted yes. 

On Passage of H.R. 2029—Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2016 (Roll Call 
Vote #193), had I been present I would have 
voted yes. 

On Passage of H.J. Res. 43—Disapproving 
the action of the District of Columbia Council 
in approving the Reproductive Health Non-Dis-
crimination Amendment Act of 2014 (Roll Call 
Vote #194), had I been present I would have 
voted yes. 

On Passage of H.R. 2028—Energy and 
Water Development and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2016 (Roll Call Vote #215), 
had I been present I would have voted yes. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
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consideration the bill (H.R. 2028) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair, I rise to 
congratulate Chairman MIKE SIMPSON and 
Ranking Member MARCY KAPTUR for their 
leadership in preparing the FY 2016 Energy 
and Water Appropriations bill. Both of you de-
serve thanks for your hard work putting to-
gether a bill that supports programs critical to 
our nation’s security, safety, and economic 
competitiveness. Your bill prioritizes invest-
ments in our critical nuclear security enter-
prise, and creates more opportunities to ad-
vance American competitiveness, and as-
sumes the key role of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers in resolving so many issues important to 
every state and Congressional District in the 
nation: navigation and flooding emergencies. 

To my mind, the defense programs included 
in your bill are its single most critical responsi-
bility. The bill funds Weapons Activities at the 
National Nuclear Security Administration to en-
sure that the Secretary of Energy has the in-
vestments he needs to certify to the President 
that our nuclear stockpile is reliable. It is es-
sential that we provide the safety, security and 
reliability of the nation’s nuclear weapons 
stockpile. These weapons are a vital part of 
our national defense postures and they are 
essential to meeting our commitments to our 
allies, even if they are never used. They are 
a deterrent. 

The bill also funds Naval Reactors, which 
supports our U.S. Navy’s nuclear-powered 
Fleet including the Ohio class replacement 
submarine and our aircraft carriers and other 
submarines. 

The Appropriations committee has always 
provided vigorous support for these national 
defense priorities and I thank Chairman SIMP-
SON for his work in this area. 

Additionally, scientific research at the De-
partment of Energy strengthens American 
competitiveness and enables true break-
throughs in the energy sector, and the bill pre-
serves and protects it, especially in fusion en-
ergy, nuclear and fossil energy, and areas that 
will bolster our nation’s electric grid. The bill 
also protects public safety and keeps America 
literally open for business by providing for the 
Army Corps of Engineers to meet the need for 
navigable rivers and open and accessible 
ports. 

Finally, a word about Yucca Mountain. Many 
Members of Congress have been advocates 
for Yucca Mountain as we consider it essential 
to our nation’s energy independence. Decades 
of analysis, millions of documents, and billions 
of taxpayer dollars have been put towards the 
scientific examination of Yucca Mountain as a 
safe and secure geologic repository for nu-
clear waste. Your bill includes funding to keep 
the license processing for Yucca Mountain 
moving forward and it also prohibits the Ad-
ministration from moving ahead with any other 
plan not authorized by Congress. This will en-
sure that we keep Congress in the driver’s 
seat for nuclear waste policy. 

Mr. Chair, former chairman of this sub-
committee, I know the challenge that you and 
Ms. KAPTUR faced crafting this bill. I commend 
you on the fine bill that you put together. This 
is a fiscally conservative bill, which funds crit-
ical national security, jobs, and infrastructure 
priorities. This bill deserves our support. 

RECOGNIZING THE 24TH ANNUAL 
BEST OF RESTON AWARDS FOR 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the recipients of the 24th Annual 
Best of Reston Awards for Community Serv-
ice. These awards are the result of collabora-
tion between Cornerstones (formerly Reston 
Interfaith) and the Greater Reston Chamber of 
Commerce and are presented to individuals, 
organizations, and businesses whose extraor-
dinary efforts make our community a better 
place. I am pleased to submit the names of 
the following recipients of the 2015 Best of 
Reston Awards: 

Civic/Community Organization: His Hidden 
Treasures (Troy and Lois Hughes)—Working 
in partnership with organizations dedicated to 
ending homelessness, His Hidden Treasures 
transforms transitional rental housing into 
homes for families, personalized with lovingly 
restored furniture, donated store floor samples 
and new housewares. 

Small Business Leader: Maid Bright (Maria 
Fedick, Yusuf and Zeynep Mehmetoglu)— 
Maid Bright has made a difference by pro-
viding free house cleaning services to women 
with cancer, catering dinners for the hypo-
thermia shelter, performing cleaning for Cor-
nerstones’ transitional housing units, offering 
discounts to seniors, veterans, firefighters, and 
teachers, and donating funds to help the 
homeless and Syrian refugees. 

Corporate Business Leader: Leidos (Mike 
Coogan, Director, Corporate Responsibility)— 
Since establishing its headquarters in Reston 
two years ago, Leidos—a worldwide leader in 
science and technology—immediately made 
broad and deep connections in the commu-
nity. Leidos employees have provided more 
than 32,000 volunteer hours benefitting a wide 
range of organizations. The company also has 
contributed significant financial support to the 
community. Leidos has lent its support to 
meeting basic human needs, and supports 
training, education, and employment opportu-
nities for returning veterans. 

Corporate Business Leader: MAXIMUS 
(Susan Boren, Mark Andrekovich, Tom 
Romeo)—MAXIMUS provides health and 
human service programs to a diverse array of 
communities. MAXIMUS and its employees 
have supported a wide range of organizations 
that work locally to strengthen the safety net 
for homeless and at-risk families, or those with 
special needs. 

Individual Community Leader: Francis C. 
Steinbauer—A true Reston Pioneer, Fran 
Steinbauer has been an integral part of the 
community’s history and success for five dec-
ades. In 1964, Mr. Steinbauer became the De-
sign Engineer responsible for the creation and 
government approval of plans for Reston’s 
buildings and infrastructure, and he remained 
professionally involved in the development of 
Reston until the 1980s. As a volunteer to this 
day, he has played a vital role in making sure 
Reston’s economy, community, and inclusive 
culture were as well developed as its physical 
environment. At Cornerstones, he is revered 
as the architect of its successful affordable 
housing program, and he continues to work for 

the ideal that anyone can live in our commu-
nity. 

Vade Bolton-Ann Rodriguez Legacy Award: 
Casey Veatch—A dedicated volunteer for 
many different organizations, Casey leads by 
example and inspires others to follow suit. He 
has generously supported and cultivated lead-
ership through his work with Leadership Fair-
fax, Reston Bible Church, Northern Virginia 
Family Service, the Greater Reston Chamber 
of Commerce, and numerous children’s sports 
teams. 

Individual Community Leader: Larry Butler— 
The Reston Association’s Senior Director of 
Parks, Recreation, and Community Re-
sources, Larry’s lifelong passion for the out-
doors and physically active lifestyle has in-
spired his tireless volunteer work. In more 
than 30 years with Reston Association, Larry 
has been instrumental in the success of 
Reston’s many outdoors and athletics activi-
ties. These events help create environmental 
awareness, build community spirit, promote 
healthy lifestyles, and raise funds for a wide 
variety of causes. 

2015 Robert E. Simon Community Service 
Award: Lynn Lillienthal—A Restonian for more 
than forty years, Ms. Lillienthal was named a 
Best of Reston recipient in 1998, and has cer-
tainly not rested on that accolade. She has 
served on the board of directors of virtually 
every major nonprofit institution in Reston, in-
cluding Reston Interfaith, the Embry Rucker 
Community Shelter Citizens Support Com-
mittee, Greater Reston Arts Center, and the 
Reston Historic Trust, just to name a few. Her 
decades of service have touched thousands of 
lives in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the 2015 Best of Reston 
honorees for their tremendous contributions to 
our community. I express my sincere gratitude 
to these individuals, businesses, and organiza-
tions for lending their time and energy to the 
betterment of our community. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF CAPE 
MAY AS A UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD COMMUNITY 

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I recognize 
the County of Cape May on its designation as 
a ‘‘Coast Guard Community’’ on October 1, 
2014 by the United States Coast Guard and 
the United States Congress. 

In 1924, the Coast Guard established oper-
ations to support U.S. Customs efforts in 
Sewell’s Point. By 1948, the Training Center, 
which is the only recruit training facility in the 
country, became the entry-level training facility 
for all of the East Coast and eventually the en-
tire country. Today, the base has more than 
860 military and civilian personnel, and grad-
uates an average of more than 2,300 recruits 
yearly. 

This new designation reflects the mutually 
beneficial relationship between the Coast 
Guard and Cape May County. Over the years, 
the recruits and military and civilian personnel 
have become part of our Cape May County 
family. And nothing says family more than Op-
eration Fireside. Since the program’s inception 
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